
MISSION:  “To support and enhance the educational experience, which allows students to flourish in an academic environment.” 

 

Our BCES community is the BEST! 
We had an amazing turnout at 
McTeachers Night.  BCES staff was 
there visiting with families, selling 
yummy treats and enjoying a fun-
filled night. 
 

Together we earned 167 reams of 
much needed copy paper during the 
Costco Paper Drive.  You shopped 
and our school benefited. 
 

PTO continues to partner with BCES 
Administration and parents to identi-
fy STEM related programs and initia-
tives that we can support.  We are 
excited about the educational op-
portunities we are working towards 
for our students. 
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UNPLUG & CONNECT! 
As students are increasingly captivated with 
technology (computers, cell phones, iPads, vid-
eo games, etc.) parents struggle to find balance 
with what is an appropriate amount of screen 
time.  There are many studies and opinions on 
this subject and parents have to find a balance 
that is best for their families. The one message 
that is consistent, is to encourage your student to have a healthy 
relationship with technology:  

 Create tech-free times/zones (ex. during dinner) 
 Designate a tech-free day (ex. family game night) 
 Discuss the dangers of chat rooms and posting photos on social 

media sites 
 Discuss the content of sites your student is visiting; it gives them 

an opportunity to share their day and provide you with insight 
on their activity 

 

Look for those opportunities to unplug and connect as a family.  To-
gether you will create memories that you and your student will look 
back on and treasure. 

S.T.E.M. CORNER—PRESCOTT PINES 
Prescott Pines Camp sits on 85 acres of forest 
filled fun. The camp’s curriculum targets 5th and 
6th grade, are STEM-focused, and most classes 
conform to the Arizona State Standards of Edu-
cation. Students participate in character building 
and teamwork exercises like the Low Rope Chal-
lenge in which students help each other work 
through difficult situations. Students also dab-
bled in engineering, when they learned to work 
as a team to launch a trebuchet.   Here are some 
things students and parents are saying about 
their experience at Prescott Pines Camp: 
 

“Prescott Pines was awesome. I learned a lot and the classes were very fun be-
cause they were hands on. I enjoyed being outside of 
the classroom and I enjoyed all the different activities 
we got to do." - Cole C. 
 

“I had so much fun! I loved archery and zip-lining. I 
was so excited when I heard we were going to camp. I 
also liked the skit night and treasure hunt.” -Avery F. 
 

"Prescott Pines was no ordinary camp! My two favor-
ite things were learning how to use a compass 
(orienteering) and zip lining. Skit Night was hilarious, 
especially watching Mrs. Molzhon smell stinky socks!" 

- Jill P. (Parent Chaperone) 

COSTUME DAY WINNERS 
Our BCES staff 
showed off 
their Festive 
Fall Spirit at 
the 3rd Annual 
Staff Costume 
Contest. The 
winning team 

was  Pre-K & Kindergarten with “Despicable 
Me.”  Great costumes! 

Congratula-
tions to our 
honorary win-
ners the BCES 
Administrative 
Staff as “Peter 
Pan.” 

Students work together to get 
results 

Teamwork on STEM-focused 
activities 
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6 Early Release 
 

6 Spirit Night—Barro’s Pizza, 5pm-Close 
 

7 Harkins Theatres Fundraiser Deadline 
 

12-16 Holiday Shoppe 
 

14 Mingle with Molzhon, 3-4pm, Teachers Lounge 
 

16 Treat Day—Jamba Juice 
 

16 Spirit Day—Ugly Holiday Sweater/Shirt Day 
 

22 Teacher Appreciation Day (all grades) 
 

26- School Recess—Winter Break 
Jan 6   

DECEMBER 2016 

1 PTO General Meeting, 6:30-7:30pm, Library 
 

11 School Recess—Veteran’s Day 
 

16 Spirit Night—Culver’s, 5:00-8:00pm 
 

16 Teacher Appreciation Day (1st & 5th grades) 
 

17 Turn-Off Technology Night 
 

18 Treat Day—Rita’s Italian Ice 
 

18 Spirit Day—Wear Red, White, Blue 
 

22 Grandparents Breakfast—7:30-8:15am, MPR 
 

23-25 School Recess—Thanksgiving Break 

NOVEMBER 2016 

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT  
 

Ms. Jen O’Neil 
3rd Grade 
 

Birthplace:  Phoenix, AZ (5th generation 
Arizonian!) 
 

Years Teaching at Boulder Creek:   I have 
been at BCES for 5 years. 
 

Why did you become a teacher?   I want to 
make an impact on the futures of my stu-
dents.  I believe a lot can be done in the classroom to make our coun-
try a better place for our kids! 
 

What excites you about teaching?  I love hands-on activities.  Especially 
when I can plan an activity with a lesson!  
 

You have a furry teacher’s assistant; what breed is Mick and how old is 
he?  Mick is a Soft-Coated Wheaten Terrier (the Irish version) and he is 
6 years young! 
 

How did Mick become your service dog?  I trained Mick to be a service 
dog for the Phoenix VA’s Recreation Dept.  I also trained him to be-
come my personal service dog and now therapy dog. 
 

Do you have other pets/animals?  I am always surrounded by animals at 
home. I have 2 Desert Tortoises, 2 horses, 2 dogs (including Mick) and a 
tank full of freshwater fish. 
 

What do you like to do when not teaching at BCES?  My favorite thing is 
horseback riding.  I also love trail riding, barrel racing and sorting cattle. 
 

Where do you like to visit in AZ?  Munds Park is my favorite spot in the 
whole state.  I enjoy the cool weather and tall pine trees– so beautiful! 

Dollars Raised To Date 

$80,000 Goal (Net) 

$20,507  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!! 
We are still urgently looking for volunteers for 
the following events: 
 Bingo Night (Jan-20-2017) 
 BCES 20th Anniversary Celebration &     

Carnival (Mar-04-2017) 
 Apex Run (February 2017) 
Please consider volunteering so we can bring 
these events to our students and BCES families.  
Contact:  Melissa@BoulderCreekPTO.com 


