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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

This week while struggling with her high school alge-
bra homework, my daughter said to me, "When will I 
ever need to use this algebraic equation in my 
life?"   It was quite a lengthy problem filled with let-
ters, numbers, and exponents.  My reply to her was 
not to look at it as how she would put this skill into 
real world practice, but rather consider how much 
this type of work allows her brain to grow.   
 

Researchers have known for some time that the 
brain is like a muscle; the more you use it, the more it grows.  They've found 
that neural connections form and deepen most when we make mistakes doing 
difficult tasks rather than repeatedly having success with easier ones. The 
greater the productive struggle, or challenge the more neural connections are 
formed.   
 

Even changes in the way we communicate praise can have long lasting implica-
tions on a person's mindset.  For example, praising someone's process- "I really 
like how you struggled with that problem" versus praising an innate trait or tal-
ent- "You're so clever!" is one way to reinforce a growth mindset.  When my 
daughter, or anyone else asks me about learning, I want them to know one 
thing.  As long as they embrace struggle and mistakes, they can learn anything!  
 

Amy Moore 
Principal 

HOLIDAY SHOPPE IS COMING! 
 

The annual Penguin Patch Kids’ Holiday Shoppe is almost here!  Begin-
ning Dec. 17th, students can shop during school hours (at the class ap-
pointed times) and select gifts for family and friends.  Parent volunteers 
will assist students while shopping to allow them to enjoy the spirit of 
giving.   

Monday—Friday, December 17-21 
9:00am—2:45pm, Room #702 

 
We offer over 100 different gifts that can be purchased for as little as 
$.25 and up to $12 each.  The gift items offered are Kid-Tested and Mom
-Approved.  Happy Holidays! 

Hello BCES Families. 
 
I can't believe it's almost Christ-
mas time!  Where has this year 
gone?  Seems like yesterday we 
were just starting this year.   
 
Thank you to everyone who 
came out to Chick-fil-A night, 
family movie night, Grandpar-
ents Breakfast,  and the Thanks-
giving Day of Play.  They were 
all great, well-attended com-
munity events!  We are so 
thankful that our BCES families 
can come together and enjoy 
each other’s company.  
 
We have some great events 
coming up:  a spirit night at 
Chipolte, the Holiday Shoppe, 
and after break our Family 
Bingo night.  Hope to see you 
all there!     
 
We wish you all a wonderful 
holiday break! 
 
Your Boulder Creek PTO 



Catch the Spirit of Giving and 

“CATCH A SNOWFLAKE”  

 

The 11th Annual Catch a 
Snowflake Program is here!  
Boulder Creek students can 
help families needing assis-
tance within our community 
during the holiday season.  
Simply participate in this won-
derful program—it’s easy to 
help! 
 
 Students with a completed permission slip will 

be allowed to choose a snowflake from the 
bulletin board (front office lobby) 

 
 Written on each snowflake is the gender/age 

of a child/family in need with a suggested gift  
 
 Purchase gift ($10-$15, new gifts only please) 
 
December 3 
Snowflakes are available for choosing 
 
December 14 
Deadline to return the UNWRAPPED gifts with 
each snowflake to the front office 
 

Thank you for giving back to the BCES community! 
 
 

COME ON, BOBCATS!   
LET’S MAKE A BIG  

IMPACT IN OUR  
COMMUNITY! 

December  2018                 p.2 

MISSION:  “to support and enhance the educational experience, which allows students to flourish in an academic environment.” 

Did you know that extracur-

ricular activities such as 

sports, band, or field trips in 

which students are required 

to pay a fee are generally not 

fully funded by school dis-

tricts?  Consider making a taxable donation that directly 

supports students and receive a tax credit up to $200 for 

an individual, or $400 per married couple on your 2018 tax 

returns. More information at:   PVschools.net 

Boulder Creek PTO is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable or-

ganization and as such, contributions made directly to 

Boulder Creek PTO are eligible for a deduction on your AZ 

State and Federal Tax returns.* 

More information at:  BoulderCreekPTO.com 

* Please note contributions made to Boulder Creek PTO are not eligible 

for the AZ Tax Credit. 

NEED ADDITIONAL TAX DEDUCTIONS?  SUPPORT 
BCES EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES  

EARN & LEARN AT THE SHOPS AT 
NORTERRA  

Through March 31, 2019 
you can help raise money 
for BCES every time you 
shop, dine,  enjoy  services  

or see a movie at The Shops at Norterra.  Simply save  
your receipts and submit them online:   
 

ShopAndLog.com/Norterra 
 

Don’t have time to enter receipts? 
Drop them into the Earn & Learn box located in the 
front office and we will take care of the rest.  Easy! 
 

Questions?  Contact:   
Treasurer@BoulderCreekPTO.com 
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Flu Season,  2018-2019 

Experts are predicting a unprecedented severe flu 
season this year across the United States.  It is im-
portant to get vaccinated soon as it takes about two 
weeks for the vaccine to provide full protection.   
 

It is recommended for everyone over the age of six 
months get vaccinated.  Pregnant women and 
adults over 65 should also consider getting the vac-
cine as they may have compromised immune sys-
tems.   
 

While no vaccine is 100% effective, it is very helpful 
in preventing severe complications related to influ-
enza, including hospitalization, pneumonia, etc. 
 

DON’T WANT THE FLU?   
HERE’S WHAT  TO DO: 

 

 WASH HANDS OFTEN.  When you touch a sur-
face that might be contaminated, wash your 
hands for at least 20 seconds using soap and 
warm water.  Dry them on a clean towel. 

 

 CARRY HAND SANITIZER.  If soap and water is 
unavailable, disinfect your hands with a sanitiz-
ing gel or wipes. 

 

 KEEP YOUR GERMS TO YOURSELF.  Always 
cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when 
you sneeze or cough.  No tissue?  Press the in-
side of your arm against your mouth and nose.. 

 

 NO HANDS ON YOUR FACE.  Avoid touching 
your eyes, nose and moth unless your hands are 
sanitized and clean. 

 

 STAY AWAY FROM SICK PEOPLE.  The flu virus is 
extremely contagious. 

 

 DO NOT SHARE.  Keep your foods, drinks or 
utensils to yourself. 

 

 EAT HEALTHY FOODS 
 

 GET ENOUGH SLEEP AND EXERCISE 
 

 IF YOU FEEL SICK, STAY HOME AND REST! 

SEND  STUDENT  TO  SCHOOL  IF: 
 

 He has a runny nose or just a little cough, but no 
other symptoms. 

 

 He hasn’t taken any fever-reducing medicine for 
24 hours, and he hasn’t had a fever during that 
time. 

 

 He hasn’t thrown up or had any diarrhea for 24 
hours. 

 

KEEP  STUDENT  HOME  IF*: 
 

 He has a temperature higher than 100 degrees 
even after taking medicine. 

 

 He is throwing up or has diarrhea. 
 

 His eyes are pink and crusty. 
 

 Yellow or green pus appears. 
 

 You suspect strep throat.  
 

 He feels too sick for regular activities. 
 

SEND STUDENT  BACK   TO  SCHOOL  WHEN: 
 

 His fever decreases to below 100 degrees and 
he feels better. 

 

 His fever has been gone for 24 hours. 
 

 His vomiting stops and he has control of bath-
room breaks. 

 
* Call BCES office by 8:00am to report absences 

When is Sick TOO Sick for School?  
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BOULDER CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
22801 N. 22nd Street, Phoenix, AZ  85024  

602-449-4500  - Main 602-449-4520 -  Bobcat Club 

602-449-4501  - Attendance* 602-449-4507 - Cafeteria 

602-449-4503—Nurse Robin 602-449-4505 - Fax 

*Please call by 8:00am to report absences 

Join the email list and receive 
updates and announcements: 
info@BoulderCreekPTO.com 

  Visit our website: 
BoulderCreekPTO.com 

BoulderCreekElementaryPTO 

In the BCES community, there are  
many ways to stay connected: Being CONSIDERATE means:  being polite, caring and re-

spectful of others.  Some ways to show being Considerate: 
 

 Put yourself in someone else’s shoes 

 Anticipate the needs of others 

 Choose your words carefully 

 Say Please and Thank You 
 

What ways can YOU be Considerate? 

DECEMBER TRAIT: 
BE CONSIDERATE 

 

4  Early Release—Teacher Professional Development 
 

4 Half Day BCES Hat Day 
 

11 Spirit Night, 4:00-8:00pm—Chipotle (Desert Ridge) 
 

17-21 Holiday Shoppe, 9:00am-2:45pm—Room 702 
 

21 Staff Appreciation Cookie Exchange (ALL Grades) 
 

24-Jan 4  Winter Break 

DECEMBER  2018 

THANKSGIVING DAY OF PLAY  

Thank you to all BCES families that came out for the 
2nd annual Thanksgiving Day of 
Play!  It was a great success and 
fun was had by all!  Students and 
families enjoyed themselves on the 
field, basketball courts and play-
ground.  See you next year! 

 

7  Classes Resume 
 

15 Early Release 
 

15 Half Day BCES Hat Day 
 

17 Mingle with Moore, 3:00-4:00pm—Teacher Lounge 
 

18 Family Bingo Night, 6:00-7:30pm—MPR 
 

21 MLK Day Recess 
 

23 Staff Appreciation Day—3rd Grade 
 

25 Treat Day—Kona Ice ($3 Cash Only) 
 

26 Spirit Day—Quick Quack Car Wash, 7:00am-7:00pm 
 

28-Feb 1 K-8 Parent Teacher Conference Week 
 

31-Feb 1 K-8 Early Dismissal 
 

31-Feb 1 Half Day BCES Hat Day 

JANUARY  2019 


